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TO THE 
Honourable 
CHARLES STANLEY. 


S.I R, . 

1 Hope the Matter of the following Sermon, 

may be in ſome meaſure uſeful, t ough the 
Dreſs it appears in be tos mean to recommend it: 
to the nice Reader, My Tears are too green, and. 
my Time for the Occaſion was too ſhort to ripen the 
Draught to a due perfection. But vour Command, 
ftamp'd with an Authority. I am in Duty bound 
to be ſubject to, overcomes the Reluctancy I have 
to appear in Publick, from a juſt Senſe of my own 
Inſufficiency. The ableſt Pen is tao little to frame 
a juſt Character of your late great Mother, and 
therefore all I could fairly have expected from 


your Candour, (one of the great Ornaments of 
your Mind) was the granting your Pardon to my 
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DEDICATION. OD 
uefective Eſſay upon that Subject. But ſince 

your Humility is content with what was with tos 
little leiſure Written and Preach'd at her Funeral, 
and ſince you requise it to appear in more open 
View, you cannot wel! complain of the Diſhonour I 
certainly do you in referring my Paper to your dif- 
poſal. In my Relation to your excellent Mother, 
1 was. much honoured and very happ v, and am fo 
ſtill (God be thanked) in your undeſcred Farcur, 
"which | value above the preateſi Riches. And tho 
I am no way conſiderable but as far as your Good. 
neß makes me ſe; yet I vil fludy through the 
whole conſe of ny Life, to render my ſelf move 
worthy of your Refpettsy. That the great God wil 
Pleaſe fo protett and proſper the excellent Lord Der- 
by, and your very worthy Self; And render the 
Happineſs our Country ertjoys under your avfpicions 
Influence, as laſting as tir great; is the _ 

rayer of him,” whoſe greateſt Ambition it is to 


* 


ä * 
Tour Honours moſt Humble 
And moſt Obedient Servant, 
Wh; R. Humer. 
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Pſalm 1. 


And he ſhall be like a To e the Rivers of Water, 
that bringeth forth his Frau in bis Seaſon; his Leaf 490 
al not wither, and whatſoever he doth Jhall 22. i 


of Mea, than Similitudes taken from ſenſible 

gs. for theſe render Truth even palpable, and ſlide 

it familiarly into the Mind through the W 
Senſe : 


N. makes a deeper Impreſſion upon the Minds 
hin 
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Sence: And hence it is that the ſacred Writers frequently 


make uſe thereof, in order to imprint a more laſting and 
deleble Idea upon the Minds of Men. And amongſt 
the reſt, ſcarce any more common than the reſemblance 
of a religious Man to a Tree planted in a fruit ſul Soil; 
and on the contrary, of a wicked Man to one planted 
in a barren Wilderneſs. To name but one inſtance: of 
this. The Prophet Jeremiah in the 17th Chiper, the 
6th and 8th Verſes tells us, that he whoſe Heart departed 
from the Lord, ſbould de like the Heath in the F and. 
ſhall not ſee when good cometh, but ſhall inhabit the parched 
places in the Wildernls, in a ſalt Land and nbt inhabited. 
Whereas he who putteth his truſt in the. Lord, . ſhall 
be as a Tree planted by the Waters, that ſpreadeth out 
her Roots by the River, and ſhall not ſee when Heat 
cometh, but her Leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not be 
careful in the Year of Drought, neither ſhall ceaſe from 
bearing Fruit. And thus the Royal Pſalmiſt expreſſes 
the inchoate Happineſs of the pious Man in this Life, 
as the foretaſt of his conſummate Happineſs in the 
World to come. For Delight being affixd to our 
Obedience to the Law of God, which is meant by Me- 
ditation in the former Verſe, (as well as the Contem- 
plation of it) as the Learned unanimouſly expound the 
Place; and bringing forth Fruit in due ſeaſon, bein 
the Tame thing with that Meditation; I am W 
to make ſuch Happineſs, Delight or Pleaſure, an in- 
dividual Companion of all the practices of Piety ; which 
ſhall therefore be my preſent Work to declare, there- 
by as well to remove the black prejudices unjuſtly taken 
againſt a pious Courſe, as if naturally tinctured with 
anxiety, as to give true Cheer and Courage in the dif- 
Oo be, % fs. 5+7; F | charge 


(3) 
charge of it. The pious Man, (ball be lite a Tree plant- 
ed by the Rivers of Water, that bringeth forth his Fruit 
in his Seaſon ; his Leaf ſhall not wither, and whatſoever he 
doth jhall proſper. 
From which Words, I ſhall- conſider the threefold 
Bleſſing here pronounced upon the religious Man. 


Firſt, he ſhall be ſo influenc'd by the Grace of God, 
as to be continually exerciſing himſelf in good Works: 
He ſhall be like a Tree planted by the Rivers of Water, 
that bringeth forth his Fruit in his Seaſon. 


Secondly, Notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts of For- 
tune, he ſhall ſtill proſper and preſerve his Verdure; 
ſhall continue firm in Faith and Obedience to God in this 
Life, and by his own virtuous Actions, ſhall be recom- 
mended with the higheſt advantage to Poſterity: His 
Leaf ſhall not wither. 

Thirdly, in whatſoever he undertakes, he ſhall neither 
want Aſſiſtance nor Succeſs: Whatſoever he doth ſhall 


proſper. 


The firſt Bleſſing pronounced upon the religious 
Man is, that he ſhall be ſo influenced by the Grace of 
God, as to be continually exerciſing himſelf in good 
Works. | 

Nothing proclaims the Goodneſs of God more loudly, 
than his making the Condition of our Salvation fo ex- 
treamly rational and eaſy, that the ready way to enjoy 
God hereafter, is to enjoy our Pleaſure here, and the 
next degree to the Happineſs of Heaven, is the pur- 


ſuit of it upon Earth. For we may ſafely appeal to the 
| B judgment 


(4) 
judgment of any Perſon whoſe happy Experience 
has informed him of the Pleaſures attending the practice 
of Religion and Virtue, whether they be not ãnfinite- 
ly more free, more conſtant and vigorous than the 
greateſt Satisfactions the whole Univerle can afford him 
beſides ; for whereas all other Pleaſures either. leave an- 
ungrateful farewel upon the Mind, by reaſon of their 


 Unlawfulneſs, or elſe cloy and ſatiate, by reaſon of the 


vaſt diſproportion between our Deſires and Abilities 
theſe only ſatisfy without ever becoming nauſeous, and 
ratify our Deſires without affronting our Reaſon : 
heſe are the only true and ſolid Pleaſures, the rational 
Supports of feeble Mortality, and the ſubſtantial Com- 


_ forts of a well-ſpent Life. 


How tranſporting is that Pleaſure which ariſes in our 
Minds from the Love of God? Love, which the wiſe 
Man tells vs, is as ſtrong as Death, an equal match for 
the all conquering King of Terrors. And indeed it muſt 
needs be very ſtrong, when it contains the united 
force of Human Nature, and is ſpurred on with the 
ſprightly vigour of our moſt active Affections; it ſweet- 
ly captivates all our Faculties, and by an agreeable Vio- 
lence, hurries us on towards the enjoyment of the belo- 
ved Object. Who can expreſs the infinite Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction the Mind of Man enjoys, when imployed in 
Meditation upon the divine Perfections? What noble 
Subjects of Speculation are the divine Attributes? With 
what ineffable Delight do mw affect our Minds, when 
wearewrap'd up in 4 1 Have of them as it were 
into the third Heaven ? And how frequent andexalted a 
Pleaſure accrews to the devout Chriſtian, whilſt with 
holy David he meditates upon the divine Law? 

| And 
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And if the bare Speculation of theſe divine Themes 
inſpire us with ſuch tranſporting Delight, how extream- 
ly pleaſant muſt the practical part of Religion needs be, 
when from admiring God's greatneſs, we imitate his 
goodneſs, and from contemplating upon his Attributes, 
we tranſcribe his Perfections; when we demonſtrate our 
fear of him by our Caution not to offend him, and evi- 
dence our Love to him by our Obedience to his Laws ? 
And certainly it muſt needs be the height of pleaſure to 
a Soul winged with divine Love to do the will of it's Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven; to be conſtantly imployed in 
the diſcharge of a good Conſcience, and daily exercisd 
in the performance of thoſe things which are well · pleaſ- 
ing in his ſight, in whom we live, and move, and have 
our being, To be conſcious to himſelf that he has ſet 
God always before him, has made him the ultimate end 
of all his Actions, and has employed all thoſe Powers 
and Faculties God has beſtowed upon him to the fur- 
thering of his Glory, the advantage of his Neighbour, 
and the promotion of his own Salvation: And in a word, 
to have compoſed his Life (as far as human Frailty will 
permit) according to the illuſtrious example of the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our Faith : To have imitated his 
Conſtancy in reſiſting Temptations, his Patience in un- 
dergoing Afflictions, his Philanthropy in doing good to 
all Mankind, and his Faith in preſerving to the end, 
and continuing ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord. 

How great is the inward fatisfaQtion which ariſes in a 
Good Man's Boſom, by poſſeſſing his Soul in Patience, 
and undergoing thoſe Chaſtiſements God uſually exerci- 
ſes his Favourites withal, with a due reſignation to the 

B 2 Divine 


Divine Will? For whom God loveth he chaſteneth, and 
ſeourgeth every Son whom he receiveth. This Chaſtiſe- 
ment therefore being an Argument of God's Paternal 
Care and Affection, though at preſent it ſeem grie- 
vous to Fleſh and Blood, yet nevertheleſs it yieldet 
the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs to thoſe who are 
exerciſed thereby. Tis a Mark and Token that God 
haas not left us altogether to our ſelves, and reſign'd 

us up entirely to the wild conduQ of our extravagant 
Inclinations, but graciouſly interpoſes his Mercy be- 
tween us and our Ruin, and every time he afflicts us, 
gives us a freſh Pledge and Aſſurance that we are no 
Baſtards but Sons. And how great a Pleaſure muſt 
this needs be to the devout Chriſtian, to ſee himſelf 
the peculiar care of Heaven, and to find the great 
God ſo induſtrious to promote his eternal Welfare, 
by minding him that this World is not his abiding 
Place, but that he is born to higher Hopes and great- 
er Expectations than any thing this World can afford. 
That he is but a Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, 
and that God by theſe Tryals is fitting and preparing 
him for an happy Immortality, and training him up 
for that bleſſed State where God ſhall wipe away a 
Tears from his Eyes, and there ſhall be no more Death, 
neither Sorrow nor Crying, neither ſhall there be a- 
ny more Pain, for the the former things ſhall paſs 
away. Thus the good Chriſtian lives under the con- 
ſtant Apprehenſion that God in all his Chaſtiſements 
aims -only at the -everlaſting Salvation of his Soul: 
And this Conſideration gilds the nauſeous Pill, ſweet- 
ens the ſeeming Bitterneſs, and gives an agreeable Re- 
liſh even to Affliction it. (elf. 


How 


48 

How {ſweet is that Meekneſs and. Humility which 
is rooted in the Heart of every good Chriſtian ; with 
what agreeable Pleaſure does it tincture every action 
of his Life, and how effectually does it free him from 
all thoſe Miſeries and Diſquietudes to which Pride na- 
turally and unavoidably expoſes it's Votaries? For 
though the humble and meek Perſon be mean and poor 
in their own eſteem, yet God has declared they are 
not fo in his. And indeed theſe Virtues are highly 
conducive to a Chriſtian's Happineſs in this World; 
for generally ſpeaking the meek Perſons, not only en- 
joy a more quiet and peaceable Life, but are alfo by 
their Lemper and Diſpoſition highly recommended to 
the protection of God's Vicegerents upon Earth: As if 
Almighty God had made their preſent Tranquility an 
earneſt of their future Happineſs, and their Peace up- 
on Earth a foretaſt of that everlaſting Sabbath they 
are to keep in the Regions of Blifs. But ſhould the 
wiſe Providence of God ſo order it, that their Condi» 
tion ſhould be mean and poor in this World, yet 
they are indeed the richeſt of all others, as being born 
Heirs to a Kingdom, even the glorious Kingdom of 
Heaven ; and ſhould their Humility and Meekneſs by 
the malice of Men, occaſion their Oppreſſion, (which 
never. happens unleſs it be for their real Intereſt, our 
Saviour having entailed the poſſeſſion of the Earth up- 
on them) yet they have this ſolid Comfort to ſupport 
them in all their Calamities, that whatever Inconve- 
niences their Virtue may have expoſed them to here, 
ſhall be abundantly compenfated hereafter ; and that. 
by how much the more grievous their preſent Afflictions 
are, by ſo much the more glorious ſhall the future _ 

| war 


1 
ward of their Sufferings be: So that by this meek and 
humble Temper, they have the peaceful enjoyment of 
their own Souls, our Saviour has promiſed them that 
*they ſhall inherit the Earth, and at the ſame time aſſu- 
red them that theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
What ſatisfaction does the good Chriſtian take in 
Temperance and ſelf-denial, in reſtraining and keeping 
his Paſſions and ſenſual Appetites in ſubjection to the 
motions of Reaſon, and the Laws of Religion? Every 
good Chriſtian is in this reſpect an abſolute Monarch, 
and to govern himſelf, is ſomething more than to rule a 
Kingdom: By this means the Soul is gently weaned 
-from the Pleaſures of the Body, and taught to feed on 
the proper Delights of ſeparated Spirits; ſo that when 
it departs out of this World, it will drop into Eternity 
like ripe Fruit from the Tree without the leaſt reluQan- 
cy. Andcertainly it muſt needs be a noble Pleaſure to 
lead our Lives conformable to the rules of right Reaſon, 
to have all our corrupt Affections and Inclinations mor- 
tified. and our Paſſions, thoſe mutinous Difturbers of 
our Tranquility ſubjected to the diQates of our ſuperior 
Faculties, to love and hate, deſire and loath, juſt as 
right Reaſon preſcribes: Whereas the Pleaſures of Sen- 
ſuality are ſuch, that the very naming of them would 
be ſufficient to expoſe them, and *ris certainly the 
[higheſt Pleaſure entirely to abſtain from them. 
Who but the good Chriſtian is able to conceive the 
greatneſs of that Pleaſure which accrews to a good 
Man from the due diſcharge of his Duty to his Neigh- 
*bour, and from the practice of that comprehenſive 
Charity which is enjoyned us by the Command, and 
recommended to us by the example of our bleſſed . 
| viour:! 


> Mon A. ood ines 6 AS ace. oo. 


%Y GS & Wwe e 


„ gy YT" yy 


viour ? How pleaſant is it to be courteous and affable, 
long-ſuffering, mild and forbearing towards our Neigh- 
bour? What a hearty Complacency does the good Man 

take in contributing his utmoſt to the welfare and hap- 
pineſs of Mankind, and like a fragrant Flower in diffuſe. 
ing his Sweetneſs to all about him? How is he pleaſed 
when Providence gives him an opportunity of reclaim- 
ing a Sinner from the errour of his way, of covering a : 
multitude of Sins, and ſaving a Soul from Death, for 
which Chriſt died ? How ready is he to extenuate the - 
Faults, to mitigate the Failings, and compaſſionate the . 
Miſeries of his fellow Creatures, and according to the 
Apoſtle's advice, to rejoyce with them that rejoyce, and 


to weep with them that weep? How is he delighted in 
the good diſcharge of his Stewardſhip, with what Cheer- 
fulneſs and Alacrity does he diſpence all thoſe Bleſſings 
Almighty God has beſtowed upon him in this World A 
With what an unfeigned Zeal does he relieve the Neceſ- 
ſities, and ſupply the Wants, conceal the Miſcarriages, 
and cover the Infirmities of his poor Brethren, and how - 


induſtrious is he by this means to lay up for himſelf a 
Treaſure in Heaven, and to make to himſelf Friends with 
theMammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that he may be thereby - 
received into everlaſting Habitations ? Now as the diſ- 
charge of theſe charitable Offices is extreamly beneficial : 
and advantageous to the reſt of Mankind, ſo it is no 
leſs pleaſant to the Perſon that practiſes them. The 
Law of Chriſtianity obliges us to love our Neighbours as 
our ſelves, and the Law of Nature prompts us incefſant- - 
ly to do all we can to oblige our ſelves, and to take an 
extraordinary Complacency in our own Happineſs; . 
and if it be our Duty to love our. Neighbour as = 
eu 
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ſelf, and if we conſcientiouſly diſcharge that Duty, 
(as no doubt every good Chriſtian does) then, as we 
ſhall uſe the ſame diligence to promote our Neighbour's 
welfare as to advance our own, ſo we ſhall take the 
ſame Pleaſure in obliging him as in gratifying our ſelves; 
for upon this bottom, his Happineſs and ours will be ſo 
inſeparably linked together, that like Hyppocrates*s Twins 
we ſhall bear a mutual Sympathy, and 'twill be abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for us to advance our own. Welfare 
without endeavouring alſo to promote that of our 
Neighbour. And the more active and vigorous theſe 
our Endeavours are, the more noble and exalted will the 
\Pleaſure be that accrews to us from them: For theſe 
acts of Charity in ſome meaſure reſemble the bright 
Emanations of the Sun; for as they, with how much 
the more ſprightlineſs they act upon the Earth, with ſo 
much the more vigor are they reflected back again to- 
wards their Original; ſo we, by how much the more 
induſtrious we are to advance our Neighbour's Happi- 
neſs, by ſo much greater will the ſatisfaction be which 
accrews to us by our charitable Endeavours ; in contriv- 
ing his Happineſs, we ſhall effect our own, and the 
Coals of Fire which we heap upon our Enemies Head, 
will reflect a cheriſhing warmth into our own Boſom. 
Now in the laſt place, to crown all the other Bleſſings 
2 good Chriſtian reaps by bringing forth his Fruit in 
his Seaſon, we may add the delicious Pleaſure of a-quiet 
and ſatisfied Mind, and a Conſcience which will all a- 
oy entertain him with ſweet and calm Reflections, and 
will be always perv to his honeſt Endeavours, 
Mell done thou good and faithful Servant, henceforth is laid 
4 for thee a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
rigbteous 
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righteous Judge will give thee at that day. Now for a 
Man to have his Mind continually applauding his AQti- 
ons with the approbation of his Conlcience, is a Happi- 


neſs only to be exceeded in Heaven. : 
So that if there' be any Happineſs reſulcing to us 


from our conſtant Subjection to the Rules of right Rea- 


ſon, from our conſciencious Obedience to the Laws of 


Religion, from the conſtant Approbation of the great 


God above us, and the repeated Applauſes of the Vice- 
God within us, from the comfortable Reflection upon a 


bright Life, and the raviſhing Proſpect of a future Re- 
ward; if I ſay there be any Pleaſure ariſing from any 


one of theſe, or all of them together, then may the pious 
Man be ſafely pronounced Happy, becauſe /ike 4 Tree 
planted by the Rivers of Water he bringeth forth his Fruit in 
his Seaſon. | 


Secondly, The Religous Man is alſo happy, becauſe 
his Leaf ſhall not wither or fade. In which Words are 


implied theſe three things. 

Firſt, Notwithſtanding all the various changes and 
wanton diſports of Fortune, he ſhall ſtill continue firm 
in his Faith and Obedience to God. | 


Secondly, He ſhall be pronounced happy by themouth 


of common Fame whilſt alive. And 


Laſtly, His Memdry ſhall be tranſmitted with the 
utmoſt advantage to Poſterity. And in every one of 
theſe Reſpects, it 1 be ſaid of the juſt Man, that 
His Leaf ſhall not wither. 8 3 
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And firſt of all the upright Man, notwithſtanding 
all the various changes of Fortune, ſhall continue firm 
in his Faith and Obedience to God. Salomon tells us, 
That the juſt Man falls ſeven times, but then he im- 
mediately ſubjoins that he riſes up again, which as it 
minds us of the great frailty of human Nature, ſo at 
the ſame time it hints to us the Strength and Aſſiſtance 
of God's Grace and Holy Spirit. For tho? we of our 
ſelves can do little or nothing, yet upon our exerting 
that little vigour that we have, our gracious God has 
promiſed ſo far to aſſiſt our earneſt Endeavours, as to 
render them acceptable to himſelf in Chriſt Jeſus. And 
when the juſt Man by virtue of thoſe feeble remains of 
Strength he naturally has, impregnated with the di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, has once formed to himſelf a ſteady, 
prevailing, univerſal Reſolution, to yield an entire and 
unlimited Obedience to the Laws of God; then it is 
that he is arrived to that degree of perfection, as that 
he may be ſaid to be in a flouriſhing Condition, His 
Leaf ſhall not wither, but retain its due and proper Ver- 
dure. For if his Reſolution be univerſal, it compre- 
hends his whole Duty ; if it be a prevailing one, with 
God's aſſiſtance it will enable him to ſurmount all the 
Difficulties which „ ee him in the execution 
of it; and if it be a ſteady one, it will keep him cloſe 
to his Duty in all points, ſo that no alteration of Cir- 
cumſtances can change his purpoſe or retard his Courſe. 
And ſuch a Reſolution as this it is that the pious Man 
has taken up; and tho” the aſſaults of the World, the 
Fleſh or the Devil, may ſometimes through Inadver- 
tency or otherwiſe ſurprize and baffle him, yet by the 
* 5 aſſiſtance 


( 13) 
aſſiſtance of the divine Grace, he ſoon recovers himſelf, 
and with his wonted Vigor, runs the race which is 
ſet before him. And that Almighty God beſtows his 
Grace and Aſſiſtance upon ſuch Perſons, is clearly hint- 
ed to us in the Text, by the Tree's being faid to be 
planted by the Rivers of Water; where tis obſervable 
that under the remarkable richneſs of the Soil in thoſe 
Places, is couched the wonderful Efficacy of the Grace 
of God in our Hearts; and by the fruitfulneſs of the 
Tree, the product of it in our Lives, with which di- 
vine Influence whilſt our Hearts are tinctured, our 
Reſolution will continue firm and unchangeable; all the 
heats of Temptation can never exhale or diminiſh the 
nutritive juice, but we ſhall continue ſteadfaſt, im- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
And in this Senſe it may be ſaid of the Righteous Man, 
that his Leaf ſhall not wither. For how can that pious 
Man be faid to fade whom God himſelf nouriſhes, or 
to change his deliberate and religious Reſolutions, whom 
infinite Power, joyned with infinite Goodneſs, aſſiſts 
and ſupports in the performance of them? 


Secondly, The Religious Man's Leaf may be ſaid not 
to wither, becauſe his actions deſervedly gain him a 
good Reputation whilſt alive. A Good or bad Repu- 
tation ſeems to be nothing elſe but the opinion other 
= le have of — 5 14 if — actions be 

fuch as are general d in repute amongſt Men, then 
Fame eee Yell of us; bur if they be ſuch as 
are commonly branded with Ignominy, then the Sen- 
timents others entertain of us are ſuitable thereto, and 
our Name may be ſaid to ſtink and become infamous 

| C 2 amongſt 
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amongſt Men. Now by the general vogue of all the 


World, by the univerſal conſent of Mankind, Virtue 
has always been had in admiration and repute, whilſt 
Vice has been eſteem'd a ſtain and blemiſh to the Per- 
ſon that practiſed it; and ſo firmly is this rooted in 
the Minds of all Mankind, that you may as ſoon per- 
ſuade them that black is white, as that Virtue is a 
Deformity, or Vice an Ornament to humane Nature. 
And this ſeems to be extreamly ſuitable to our natural 


Conceptions of things, for a Life of Virtue being no- 


thing elſe but a continued Courſe of rational Actions; 
it ſeems to be an undeniable conſequence that it muſt 
needs have the Euge and Approbation of our Reaſon. 
And indeed Experience ſufficiently convinces us that 
there is no fallacy in the Concluſion ; for has not the 
performance of his Duty to God, his Neighbour and 
Himſelf, been always looked upon as the brighteſt part 
of any Perſon's Character? Has it not always been 
eſteem'd creditable to acknowledge our Obligations to 
the God on whom we depend, and to pay our religious 
Devotions to the Fountain of all Goodneſs, and to re- 
turn our Tribute of Honour, Adoration and Praiſe, to 
him from whom every good and perfect Gift cometh ? 
Has it not always redounded to the praiſe of good Men, 
to have loved that God who created them out of no- 
thing, who preſerves them from dropping into nothing, 
and redeemed them when they were worſe than no- 
thing? And was it not ever reputed rational to fear that 
God who can deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell, and 
to truſt and confide in him, In whom we live and move 
and have our Being? The performance of the ſocial Du- 
ties of Chriſtianity, as it is a great Bleſſing to the Pub- 
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lick, ſo it has always been eſteem'd an extraordinary 
Credit to the Religious Man: For Courteouſneſs and. 

* Aﬀability, Juſtice, Charity and Moderation, are Vir- 
tues which have ſuch an happy Influence on Mankind, 
that *tis natural for Men even upon the account of the 
Benefits they receive from them, to encourage the pra- 
ctice of them by an univerſal Applauſe. And as for 
Humility, Temperance and Self-denial, together with 
thoſe other Duties we owe to our Selves, whilſt the 

ractice of them perfects our Natures, at the ſame time 
it raiſes and enhances our Reputation. | 


Thirdly, The Religious Man's Leaf may alſo in this 

reſpect be ſaid not to wither, becauſe he ſhall tranſ- 

mit his Memory with advantage to Poſterity. Solo- 

mon tells us, That the Memory of the Jaſt is bleſſed, And 

David aſſures us, That the Righteous (hall be had in ever- 

laſting Remembrance. And indeed there is nothing more: 

natural, than for Men to retain an advantageous Senſe 

of that Perſon, and a grateful Memory of his Virtue, 

which was ſo amiable whilſt he lived amongft them. 

For no Man was ever certainly Canoniz'd for his Vice, 

or Recommended with advantage to Poſterity for his Ir- 

religion. And if we look back into the Monuments of 

Antiquity, we ſhall ſoon be convinced that Virtue a- 

lone has made Men famous to Poſterity, and that no 

Man ever gain'd a conſiderable Reputation, but either 

by virtuous Actions, or at leaſt ſuch as the. miſtaken 
World judged to be ſo. For 'tis Virtue alone which: 

has this peculiar quality, that whilſt it ennobles us upon. 

Earth, it qualifies us for Heaven; and when it has raiſ- 

ed us up to Heaven, it Immortalizes. us upon Earth. 1 
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If therefore it be an advantage to enjoy the continu- 
al Aſſiſtance and Support of God's Grace, and there- 
by to de enabled to continue firm in our Faith and Obe- 
dience to him: If it be any ſatisfaction to preſerve an 
untainted Reputation whilſt alive, to be the admirati- 
on of all good Men, and the imitation of all that de- 
fire to be ſo; or laſtly, if it be a Bleſſing to have our 
Graves ſtrewed with Honour, our Memories preſerved 
Sacred, and our Names enrolled in the bright Records 
of Fame; then the Religious Man is bleſſed even in 
this reſpect, becauſe his Leaf ſhall mot wither. 1 20 
I come now to the Third and laſt advantage which is 
promiſed in the Text to the pious Man, contained in 
theſe Words, Whartſorver he doth ſhall proſper. There 
is but one infallible way for a Man to ſucceed in all his 
Vndertakings, and that is. Firſt, To undertake no- 
thing but what is lawful, and to direct all his Actions 
to the Glory of God. And in the next place, to pur 
Himſelf and all his Affairs entirely under the Conduct 
of the Almighty : And theſe things duly obſerved tis 
next to impoſſible, but that his Undertakings ſhould 
meet with both Approbation and Succeſs. We are 
-commanded to do all to the Glory of God, and we 
have no reaſon to entertain ſuch hard Thoughts of our 
merciful Father, as to imagine that he would command 
us to do any thing, which he would not with our 
ſincere Endeavours enable us to perform. And he hav- 
ing alſo-enjoyned us to reſign up our Selves and all our 
«Concerns into his Hands, and caſt all our Care upon 
him; we can have no colourable Ground to imagine 
that he careth not for us. And in directing all our Aims 
to the Glory of God, we accompliſh the main end of 
our 


(17) 
our Creation; and in ſubmitting our Selves to his al- 
wiſe Ordering and Diſpoſal, we actually acknowledge 
his Sovereignty over us, his Propriety in us, and — 
indiſputable Right he has to command all our Endea- 
vours. And this is the courſe the Religious Man takes. 
By this means he is aſſured Almighty God approves all 
he undertakes, and will undoubtedly proſper what he 
approves, and reward thoſe virtuous Undertakings 
which he himſelf has Crowned with Succeſs. And 
what in the whole World can afford a Man more ſo- 
lid Comfort and Satisfaction than this? To be conſci-- 
| ous to himſelf that God is pleaſed with all his Aims- 
| and Intentions, that Providence has intereſted it ſelf in: 
the Succeſs of his Affairs, and to ſee the Labour of his 
Soul, and to be ſatisfied there with. 
N And thus I have endeavoured to repreſent to you 
> the greatneſs of theſe Bleſſings pronounced in the Words 
c of the Text, upon the pious and religious Man; which, 
methinks, did we value either the Honour and Dignity. 
8 of our rational Natures, the Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
d 
E 
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of our Bodies, our Fame and Reputation in this World, 
or our eternal Happineſs in the next; ſhould be ſuffici- 
ent to excite and encourage us to the diligent and ſeri- 
ous Practice of Piety and Virtue, But becauſe Expe- 
rience ſufficiently convinces us, that — rt 
Men ſo effectually in this reſpect as Example; I ſhall: 
crave leave to propoſe to your Inmitation one of the 
moſt illuſtrious Inſtances of a Life truly Chriſtian, 
which perhaps either this or any of the preceding Ages 
could furniſh us withal. You will eaſily conjecture that 
I mean our preſent deceaſed Siſter, upon whoſe account 


we are now met together, in order to pay her our 
; laſt: 
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laſt 'Reſpets. Tis true indeed there are two very 
material Inconveniences attending Funeral Panegyricks ; 
one is, that they are too frequently beſtowed upon thoſe 
whoſe Lives ſeem altogether unworthy of them, and 
_ conſequently may give encouragement to Perſons to 
Hope for them after their Death, though they took no 
care to deſerve them in their Lives. And in the next 
place, they . bring a juſt imputation of mercenary 
Flattery upon thoſe Perſons who are ſo officious as to per- 
form them. But where both theſe Inconveniences may 
effectually be avoided, where there is ſufficient ground 
for them in the worth of the Perſon, and the only dan- 
er is leſt all we can ſay ſhould not be ſufficient to an- 
{wer the Merits of the deceaſed, there they are certain- 
1y not only proper but alſo neceſſary, as being both an 
act of Juſtice to the memory of the Dead, and alſo the 
higheſt Charity to the Living; who by ſuch great Ex- 
amples may be more effectually induced to the practice 
of Virtue, than by any other motives poſſible to be 
uſed: At leaſt the Precepts and Exhortations to Piety 
and Virtue, being backt with ſuch Inſtances as theſe 
will render the Arguments the more convincing, by 
ſhewing Men not only that ſome of the Laws of Re- 
ligion are practicable, but alſo that a very high degree 
of perfection is attainable in this Life. 
*Twill be impoſſible to give a juſt account of the 
Virtues of this illuſtrious Perſon in a few Words, and 
Time and Cuſtom will not permit me to uſe many; and 
indeed ſo conſpicuous were they, that it may be ſuffi- 
cient to hint at ſome of the principal of them, ſince I 
* preſume there are no Perſons here preſent, whoſe Me- 
mories are not ſtored with a much larger Catalogue than 


I ſhall 
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J ſhall be able to enumerate, and whoſe Minds are 
not filled with more noble Conceptions of her than 1 
can pretend to excite. And indeed tis not poſſible fully 
to expreſs her Excellencies but by imitating her Vir- 
tue, and the only juſt way to deſcribe her, is to live 
lat. 4.5 | | 
Her Piety towards God was extraordinary, as her 
conſtant Attendance upon the publick Prayers of the 
Church in her own Family, her liberal Charity to pro- 
mote and encourage the ſame to be read dayly elſe- 
where ; togerher with a conſiderable portion of her time 
ſpent in the private Devotions of her Cloſet, ſuffici- 
ently evince. She had a juſt value and eſteem for the 
divine Oracles, and was extraordinarily well verſed in 
them; a convincing Argument that her delight was in 
the Law of the Lord, and that ſhe meditated therein 
both Day and Night. She was a conſtant partaker of 
the Lord's Supper, where ſhe expreſſed ſo much De- 
votion and Piety, as was ſufficient to raiſe the Ad- | 
miration and inflame the Zeal of all about her. She 
had a conſtant regard to the Honour of God, and judg- | 
ed it a ſufficient reaſon for the rejecting any opinion | 
in Religion, if it ſhould in the leaſt derogate from the | 
fame. Neither was this a meer outſide Phariſaical ſhew, 
for ſhe demonſtrated her Love to God by her Charity | 
to her Neighbour, the ſtrength of her Faith by the 
goodneſs of her Works ; and whilſt her Devotion like | 
Incenſe aſcended up to Heaven, it diffuſed a grateful 
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Perfume on all about her. | 
Her Charity was very remarkably great; for as ſhe 
outſtript jc. ay Virtue, ſo in this ſhe even outdid 
herſelf; and might ſhe be ſaid to excell in any one 
| D 8 Virtue 
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Virtue more than another, this certainly was her Dar- 
ling, well conſidering that our Saviour has made this 
the diſtinguiſhing Badge of his Diſciples, that his A- 
poſtles all along preſſed the performance of it with the 
greateſt Zeal, and that when Faith and Hope ſhall 
both ceaſe, this Virtue will ſtill be practicable in ſome 
Branches of it amongſt the bleſſed Inhabitants of 
Heaven. And this ſhe did not confine to any particu- 
lar Perſons or Parties, but beſtowed it generally and in- 
differently upon all that ſtood in need ; and like the Sun, 
that great Luminary of the World, ſhed a kind Influ- 
ence on all below her. And as if the common and or- 
dinary occaſions of doing Good were not ſufficient, as 
if ſhe thought the Modeity of her poor Brethren would 
not permit their Addrefles to her to be as frequent as 
their Neceſſities, ſhe ordered conſiderable Sums of Mo- 
ney to be diftributed amongſt them on fixt and appoint- 
ed Days, that by this means ſhe might relieve their 
Wants before ſhe was ſollicited by their Importunities, 
and ſhew her ſelf more ready to give than Neceſſity it 
ſelf was to receive. And as her Charity was large, 
free and comprehenſive, ſo was it highly conformable 
to the Rules of Prudence and Chriſtianity ; ſhe delight- 
ed chiefly to do good amongſt thoſe of her own Neigh- 
bourhood, more eſpecially to the Families of poor La- 
bourers who had great Charges of Children, and to 
thoſe whom Old Age or other Misfortune had rendred 
incapable ro provideany longer for themſelves ; and by 
this means whilſt ſhe relieved the Neceffities of the one, 
ſhe enlivened the Induſtry of the other; and whilſt ſhe 
cured their Poverty, ſhe diſcouraged their Idleneſs. 
And that this was nor done out of vain —_ and 

| | Oſtenta- 
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Oſtentation is too apparent to need any proof, which 
if it did, might be ſufficiently evinced by ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces of the more than ordinary Care ſhe took to concea!l 
it: And I ſhall make no ſcruple to affirm, that there 
are a great number of Families who ſubſiſted almoſt 
entirely upon her Charity, whereas none but them- 
ſelves are privy to it. Twas not her Cuſtom to ſound 
a Trumpet, nor to let her left Hand know what her 
right Hand did; her ſole Aim was the Glory of God 
and the good of her poor Neighbours; and ſhe was 
fully fatisfied, that both theſe Ends were anſwered by a 
private Charity ; the Poor were equally relieved, and 
her Father who ſeeth in ſecret, has no doubt rewarded 
her openly. Neither did her Charity ſtop here, it Was 
extended to the Sickneſs and Infirmities, as well as the 
other Neceſſities of the Body; ſhe not only cloached 
and fed, but alſo healed the Poor: And I may ſaſely 
call all here prefent to witneſs, with what extraordina- 
- ry Succeſs — * ey. was pleaſed to bleſs her chari- 
table Endeavours, having by her means reſtored great 
Numbers to that Health which they had in vain ſought 
for elfewhere. And tho? this might juftly be reputed 
an extraordiny piece of Condeſcenſion, yet ſhe, who 
believed ſhe was not born for her {elf alone, who Rudi- 
ed only for opportunitis of * had quite 
different Apprehenſions of it, concluding that this ra- 
| ther exalted than abaſed her, and ren her more 
| truly Noble rather than leſs Honourable ; in as much. 
| as hereby ſhe approached nearer to that illuſtrious 
ö Pattern of all Virtue, who whilft on Earth went about 
. doing Good. And this Charity to the Body was hap- 
| pily attended with an equal or greater Concern for t 
| Ds -- Welfare 
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welfare of the Souls of. poor People ; and indeed. it- 
- ſeemed: to be chiefly directed thither, ſhe ſeldom re- 
lieving their bodily Neceſſities without giving at the 
ſame time ſome pious Advice with reſpect; to their 
Souls, well knowing that her Kindneſs in the former, 


would make effectual way for the deeper Impreſſion of 


the latter. Her Charity to thoſe who had unhappily 
made themſelves her Enemies, was no leſs remarkable; 
ſhe heartily forgave all they did againſt her, and as 
far as ſhe had opportunity returned Good for Evil; and 
as if all that ſhe could do for them was too little, 
ſhe prayed to God for them, called in Heaven to their 
Aſſiſtance, and engaged Omnipotence it ſelf to com- 
pleat the Kindneſs: She was entirely free from all Ran- 
cour and Malice, bore a hearty good will to all Man- 
kind, and inſtead of her Enemy hated only her Re- 
vVven ge. e | 6 4 T4 
Fe Was wy Ayer for all the other Virtues of 
Converſation ; 
Soul of the Man, tempored with the agreeable Sweet- 
neſs of the ſofter Sex; {he was endowed with a meek 
and affable, a courteous and humble Temper, and ſo 
obliging a Carriage as did not only eaſily recommend 
her to the Value and Eſteem of all that knew her, but 
alſo rendred her the Wonder and Admiration of all that. 
were ſo happy as to approach her Perſon ; Happy in- 
deed, ſince they always returned from her Wiſer and 
Better than they came: Her wiſe and prudent Diſcourſe 
enlightening their Minds, whilſt the Grace that was 
mingled therewith inflam'd their Affectionss. 
Her Temperance was extraordinary; for notwith- 
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and that Command which her Reaſon had gotten over 
her inferiour Affections, yet ſhe ſtill continued to keep 
under her = with Faſting. and Mortification, well 
knowing that the. future. Pleaſures of Heaven are only: 
Spiritual; and therefore. it was very neceſſary, even in 
this World, to accuſtom her ſelf (as much as human 
Frailty will-permit) to feed upon Love and Contem-- 
plation, the peculiar Delights of bleſſed Spirits; that ſo 
when ſhe came to that bleſſed Place (her Spiritual Pow-- 
ers being preparatorily enlarged) her Soul might feaſt 
on the Joys thereof with the. greater Pleaſure and Satis-- 
faction, ſince. her Appetite was before prepared to reliſh 
them by a long Experience of them upon Earth. 
And this pious courſe of Life ſhe not only continued 
in, but alſo encreaſed daily more and more, till at 
length being arrived at the meaſure. of the Stature of. 
the fulneſs of Chriſt, having Tupac a good Fight,. 
having finiſhed her Courſe, it pleaſed Almighty God. 
in his good Providence to take her to himſelf, . to. 
deprive us of that Light which had ſhon fo bright on 
us, and to reward that illuſtrious Virtue in Heaven: 
which was ſcarce to be equalled upon Earth. 155 
During her laſt Sickneſs which it pleaſed God to try 
her withal, ſhe behaved her ſelf with all the Chriſtian 
Patience, Courage and Conſtancy imaginable; .ſhe was. 
never heard to utter one Word either of Impatience or 
Diſtruſt, but ſhewed on all Accounts an entire Re- 
ſignation to the Divine Will, and conſtantly comforted 
her pious Soul with this Paſſage of the Apoſtle ; Theſe. 
light Afflictions which endure but for a Moment, are 
not fit to be compared with the Glory that ſhall be 
revealed. She was even from the ene of way | 
ickneſs 


(24) 

Sickneſs apprehenſive it would be her laſt, and accord. 
ingly defired thoſe who viſited her, to pray not for the 
Recovery of her Body, but the Welfare of her Soul. 
The Sunday before her Death, believing the time of her 
diſſolution to draw near, ſhe was deſirous to partake of 
the Lord's Supper, which ſhe received the ſame day at the 
lands of a Reverend Perſon here preſent, who has fre- 
- quently told me fince, that he never in all his Life had 
ſeen in any Perſon whatever ſo much Quiet and humble 
Devotion, a Zeal ſo fervent and a Piety fo unaffected. 
She expreſſed all along rather a Willingneſs to pay the 
Debt of Nature at that time than otherwiſe, having 
in her Eye the glorious Kingdom ſhe was going to take 
Poſſeſſion of. And inſtead of praying for the Continu- 
-ance of her Life, ſhe begged of Almighty God theſe 
two Bleſſings, namely, that ſhe might not outlive the 
-uſe of her Reafon, and that her Death might be quiet 
and eaſy; both which Petitions were anſwered by the 
Almighty according to the deſire of her Heart: She 
enjoyed the free and vigorous uſe of her Reaſon to the 
laſt Moment, and with a Devotion ſuitable to her pious 
Soul joyned in the Prayers our Church has appointed 
for the Viſitation of the Sick: And tho” her Under- 
ſtanding had always been remarkably Bright and Se- 


rene, yet now the weakneſs of her Body was a Foil 


to the Brightneſs of her Mind, and rendred the Luſtre 
of it the more conſpicuous. As to the Manner of her 
Death, that alſo fully anſwered her devout Prayers; it 
Was ſo quiet that it might even in that Senſe be moſt 
_ properly termed a falling aſleep; as if Almighty God 
Had defign'd the eaſineſs of it, not only an earneſt, but 
-alfo a foretaſt of the Rewards of a well-ſpent Life. 2 
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died that great and good Perſon, full of Years and laden 


with Virtue, admired and lamented by all that knew 
her, and whoſe Virtue will be the laſting Wonder of 
Poſterity, the Honour of her Name, and the moſt il- 


luſtrious Pattern of all that ſhall be ambitious to tread 
the Paths of Religion. The Pride of her Sex, the Mir-- 


rour of Virtue and the Phoenix of her Age. One who 


had a true Zeal for the Proſperity of the eſtabliſhed. 


Church; tempored with a profound Knowledge of that 


which was for the real Intereſt of it. She was a dutiful- 
Wife, and a tender and affectionate Mother. There is 


t Reaſon to believe that her Piety to the Memory 


of her Lord, and the Concern ſhe felt upon the Death of 
the late Lord Derby, in ſome meaſure haſtned her own. 
One Circumſtance of her Death muſt not be forgot, ſince 
tis an Evidence hoth of her tender Love to her Son, and 
alſo her Carefulneſs to diſcharge the Duty of a pions 


Mother. When he took his laſt Farewel of her, ſhe em- 


braced him in her Arms, and being ſenſible of her bodi- 


ly Weakneſs, exerted her whole Strength, and com- 


priz'd the ſum of his Duty in this comprehenſive Precept, 


Fear God. An lajunction rr bag amen her that 


gave it, and well worthy the ſerious Reflection and fre- 


quent Meditation of him to whom it was given. She 


was a kind Miſtreſs, a conſtant Friend, and a charitable - 
Neighbour. A Parent to the Orphan, an Husband to 

the Widow, and the Support and Stay of all that were 
in Want and Miſery; In a Word, ſhe was Great with- 
cout Pride, Wiſe without Vanity, Devout without Hy- 
pocriſy, and Charitable without Oſtentation. One, 
whoſe Virtue added a true Luſtre to her Quality, whilſt 
the greatneſs of her Quality rendred her Virtue _— 
Conipi- 
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n. And, ſbal her Leaf wither ? No, tis impoſſible, 
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_ - conſpicuous. ©; One, Who lived holily, died happily, and 
| Kingdom, of, Heaven: She was like 4 Tree planted: by the 
Riders of Water, which'bringeth forth hen Fruit in her Sea- 


ſince we have a ſure word of Prophery that the Memory 
of the Iuſt is bleſſed, and that the Righteous ſhall be had 
in everlaſting Remembrance. Can ſo much Piety ſleep 
in the Duſt, or ſuch exemplary Goodneſs be buried in 
Oblivion? By no means; her Virtue ſhall be enrolled 


| In the bright Records of Fame, her Name ſhall always 


be mentioned amongſt the illuſtrious — of Piety, 
and her preparation for Heaven has rendred her Immor- 
tal upon Earth Her Leaf ſball nat wither. Almighty God 
has proſp e ber Undertakings; her Faith is turned 


into Viſion, her Hope into Enjoyment, and ſhe has al- 


ready received che Croyn of her Patience in tliat com- 


fortable. Welcom our Saviour has given her pious Soul; 
cod and fait, Servant; enter tu (ito. the 

rd. And now what remains, hut tat we 
eer ſhould evidence our Reſpects- to- Her 

| by. conformigg dee and imitate 
her Vir upon i te may one Day be eter- 
nally Happy Her in Heaven? Which that we may 
all of us de, God of his infinize Goodneſs and Mercy grant 
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for the Merits of our dear Redeemer, to whom with the Father 


"and ihe Holy Spirit, be all. Honoar and Glory both now and 


_ for evermore. . Amen. 
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